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Vocation training 

 

1) What is Éducation internationale and its Québec métiers d’avenir service? 

Éducation internationale is a non-profit cooperative bringing together French-language school service centers and 

English-language school boards in Quebec. Since 2001, Éducation internationale has brought them together, supported 

them and represented them to open the Quebec school network to the international world. 

Québec métiers d’avenir is a personalized support service created by Éducation internationale for people who wish to 

study vocational training and have a unique experience in Quebec. 

The Quebec Ministry of Education mandates Éducation internationale to manage several programs, including the Merit 

scholarship and tuition fee exemption competition. 

To learn more about the cooperative: Éducation internationale 

To learn more about the support service: Québec métiers d’avenir 

 

2) What is vocational training? 

Vocational training leads to the obtaining of a vocational studies diploma (VSD). These short-term training courses (1 to 

2 years) focus on learning a trade and focus on teaching skills directly related to the job market. 

For some VSDs, it is possible to improve by completing a attestation of vocational specialization (AVS) which lasts 

between 3 and 6 months. 

These official diplomas are issued by the Quebec Ministry of Education. 

 

3) What are the criteria for success in vocational training? 

In vocational training, each skill is assessed individually. A success threshold is determined for each skill, for example 

80 points out of 100. The words “Pass” or “Fail” appear on the learning record, whether the student achieves the success 

threshold or not. 

The student is awarded points based on the determined assessment criteria, which will be shared with you by the teacher 

at the appropriate time. 

If the student fails a skill, he or she can retake the exam. Normally, a student who fails a skill twice must retake the entire 

skill, including the courses. However, this may delay the student in their training. 

Some skills have higher success thresholds, particularly in the health sector, where obtaining a perfect score is often 

required. 

The skills to be achieved for each of the training courses are clearly listed on their personalized page on the Québec 

métiers d’avenir website. 
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4) Why do a vocational training in Quebec?  

Vocational trainings are recognized worldwide for the quality of its programs and its innovative teaching methods. In 

addition, Quebec training centers are equipped with ultramodern, cutting-edge equipment.  

You can also work during and after your training in Canada. You will also have access to good working conditions and a 

well-paid job. 

 

5) Do all centers offer the same quality of training? 

Yes, all courses must offer the same content to students, regardless of the center in which they are provided. In addition, 

the training centers, with which we collaborate, all offer ultramodern infrastructures and cutting-edge equipment to 

optimize learning. 

 

6) What is a “welcome service”? 

Some training centers offer additional services within their establishment to ensure the proper reception of their 

international students. The welcome services vary according to the training centers. The services that can be offered are 

listed below: 

- Integration into the living environment; 

- Reception upon arrival; 

- School integration; 

- Integration for the family; 

- General information and administrative follow-up; 

- Support for finding housing. 

 

To find out about the services offered by the different training centers, you can click HERE. 

 

7) What training courses are offered as part of the Merit scholarship competition? 

Vocational training centers determine which training courses they wish to offer as part of the scholarship competition. 

Most training courses are prioritized by the Ministry of Education. A ratio of 50% of prioritized training courses must be 

respected in the awarding of scholarships and tuition fee exemptions. The list of prioritized training courses can be found 

in Appendix 1 of the Instruction Guide for Candidates. 

Not all training courses on the list of prioritized training courses are available for registration in the Merit scholarship 

competition. 

Registering for a non-prioritized training course does not prevent the possibility of selection as a recipient of a 

scholarship. 

 
8) How long does training last? 
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The duration varies between 9 months and 2 years, depending on the training. You will find more details for each 

training by clicking HERE. 

 

9) When can you begin your training? 

As part of the Merit scholarship competition, if you become a recipient, you must enter training between August 2025 

and March 31, 2026. Otherwise, you could lose your scholarship. 

 

10) What diploma do you get at the end of the training? 

The training courses offered allow you to obtain a vocational studies diploma (VSD) issued by the Quebec Ministry of 

Education. 

 
 

The competition 

1) How much does it cost to register for the scholarship competition? 

The Merit scholarship competition is FREE. If you are just starting to apply and a registration fee is required, you are in 

the wrong place. 

 

2) You are talking about prioritized regions and/or training courses, what are they? 

The priority training and regions have been determined by the Quebec Ministry of Education, to ensure that recipients of 

a scholarship of excellence are selected for at least 50% of the regions and prioritized training. The list is available in 

Appendix 1 and 2 of the Instruction Guide for candidates. 

Not all training courses in the list of prioritized training courses are available for registration in the Merit scholarship 

competition. 

Not all regions of Quebec are represented in the scholarship competition. 

Registering in a non-prioritized training / region does not prevent the possibility of selection as a recipient of a scholarship. 

 

3) I am registered in a CEGEP or University; do I have to cancel to register for the competition? 

If you are the recipient of a Merit scholarship, you will have to cancel your admission to the Cégep or University to 

complete your training in a Vocational Training Center. While waiting for the results, you can maintain your admission. 

However, make sure that you are well informed about what vocational training is. Here is a brief description: “The entire 

training is devoted to learning the trade (there is no general training). The skills required to practice the trade are defined 

by the actors in the labor market. At the end of their studies, the student therefore has the exact profile of skills required 

by companies, which promotes their hiring and integration into the labor market.” 

mailto:bourses@education-internationale.com
mailto:bourses@education-internationale.com
https://www.quebecmetiersdavenir.com/en/vocational-training/


          Merit scholarships 

For international students in vocation training 

Financed by the Quebec Ministry of Education 

 

 

  
quebecmetiersdavenir.com  

bourses@education-

internationale.com   
T : +1 418 266-0772  
  

  

  
  

 

We therefore invite you to become familiar with what vocational training to ensure that it corresponds to your needs and 

objectives. Vocational training is not higher education as Cégep or university. 

 

4) How are recipients determined? 

The application files are analyzed by the educational institution chosen by the candidate. Depending on the wishes of the 

participating educational institutions, an evaluation tool may be used, allowing only a certain number of candidates to be 

analyzed, depending on the capacity of the educational institution. Subsequently, the files selected in pre-selection by 

the educational institution are sent to the external selection committee, which re-evaluates the files and ranks them on 

merit. 

Indicators used include, but are not limited to:  

• previous academic results; 

• progress in studies; 

• motivations and interests of the foreign student; 

• letters of recommendation; 

• awards and distinctions (if applicable). 

 

Grades are awarded based on the following criteria: 

• Motivations and interests: 30% 

• Academic background: 30% 

• Awards and distinctions: 5% 

• Recommendations: 15% 

• Overall quality of the application: 20% 

 

The recipients are then determined based on the budget for the merit scholarships awarded by the Ministry of Education. 

 

Registration for the competition 

 

Eligibility 

1) I will only turn 18 after August 7, 2024, can I register? 

You must be 18 years of age at the time of submitting your application. 

 

2) I will be 18 on July 30th, can I submit my application?  

You can only apply from July 30th. 
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3) Are dual nationals (French nationality + other) eligible? 

Candidates with French nationality cannot participate in the Merit scholarship competition, since they already benefit 

from an exemption from tuition fees, thanks to the France-Quebec agreement. 

 

4) Can I consider the project with my family? 

Yes, your family can accompany you in the project. However, note that spouses are no longer eligible for the open work 

permit for accompanying persons, as of March 19, 2024. However, other options are possible, such as accompanying 

with visitor, worker or student status. Your children will also be able to attend daycare or school, depending on their 

ages. 

Evaluate the possibilities carefully before applying to the competition. Indeed, the amount of the scholarship will not be 

increased if you come as a family. In addition, for immigration procedures, you will have to prove greater financial 

capacity depending on your family situation. 

You must also consider the family's settlement: daycare spaces are limited in Quebec and can sometimes be expensive 

($35-50 per day). Multi-bedroom accommodation can also be more difficult to find and more expensive. The vocational 

training center cannot guarantee a daycare space or housing. These elements must therefore be carefully considered, 

and a plan B must be considered, for example undertaking the project alone, until graduation. 

 

5) Why are French nationals and those in the process of obtaining permanent residence not eligible for the 

competition? 

People in these categories are already exempt from tuition fees. The scholarship competition is aimed at people who do 

not already benefit from this exemption. 

 

6) What are the admission requirements for the study programs advertised as part of the Merit scholarship 

competition? 

Most training courses require a level equivalent to secondary 4 in Quebec. 

If you have a secondary 3 level, you may have access to certain training courses, such as Institutional and Home Care 

Assistance. 

The Health, assistance and nursing training course requires a minimum level of secondary 5 in order to be eligible. Your 

studies must also have been done in French. 

You can consult the academic prerequisites on the page of the training course that interests you. The prerequisites will 

be found on the specific training page. 
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Required documents 

7) Do I have to fill out the application form (PDF) on a computer, or can I fill it out by hand? 

You can fill out the documents on a computer or by hand. If you fill them out by hand, make sure that you write clearly 

and that the document remains readable. 

 

8) Regarding the application form, I would like to add details in the different sections, but I don't have enough 

space. What should I do? 

 

Limit yourself to the space allowed. Stick to the essentials. Any sheet added to the form to complete the elements will 

not be considered in the analysis of the file. 

 

9) I have no professional experience. What should I write in the section provided for this purpose? 

You must check the “N/A” button, which means “Not applicable”. We will therefore understand that the section could not 

be completed and not that you forgot to complete it. 

 

10) I have never received a scholarship or award before. What should I write in the scholarship or award section? 

You must check the “N/A” button, which means “Not applicable”. We will therefore understand that the section could not 

be completed and not that you forgot to complete it. 

 

11) Should documents be translated? If so, what languages are accepted? 

Documents must be in French or English. If you have documents in a language other than these, you must have your 

documents translated by an approved translator. 

 

12) My passport has expired or is being renewed, can I still apply? 

Yes, you can apply. We will suggest that if you are a scholarship recipient, you renew your passport, as an up-to-date 

passport will be required for immigration purposes. 

 

 

13) I don't have a passport. What document can I provide instead? 

You can provide your national ID card or proof that the passport is awaiting processing. 

 

 

14) Who can complete the recommendation forms? 
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Recommendation forms should be completed by people who know you well in your academic or professional 

environment. These people know your qualities and can recommend you for the scholarship competition. The two forms 

must be completed by different people. They cannot be family members or close friends. 

 

15) What types of school documents are accepted? 

You must provide your diplomas and associated transcripts from your studies since high school. Vocational training 

requires a minimum level of secondary 3, 4 or 5 in Quebec, which normally corresponds to the third, second or first 

year passed in other school systems. If you have school documents for studies higher than secondary level (e.g. 

technical, college or university), you can also submit your diplomas and associated transcripts. 

If, when submitting your application, you are in the process of completing a school level, submit your available transcripts. 

You will not be able to add other documents once the application is complete. We will therefore consider school 

documents from previous levels as a priority, in addition to the level in progress but not completed. 

 

16) What if I no longer have my diplomas or transcripts? 

You will need to contact the schools or educational establishments you attended. Otherwise, the educational 

establishment will not be able to assess your eligibility for the chosen study program, and your application could be 

rejected in the competition. 

 

17) Should I plan to have my original documents on hand when I arrive in Canada? 

Yes. Original school documents are important to have on hand. If you are a scholarship recipient, the vocational training 

center will ask you to provide them with your original documents upon arrival. This is very important, otherwise it could 

delay your entry into training. 

 

18) Why is there a comments section when I upload a document? 

Comments allow us to have a quick overview of the document that has been submitted. This helps us to sort through 

the different documents. We can also ensure that the document submitted corresponds to the comment that was entered. 

Details from you regarding the document can also be added. 

 

19) Why do I have to declare that I have the required financial capacity? 

The declaration of financial capacity allows us to assess your ability to support yourself once in Quebec. If you receive a 

merit scholarship and a tuition fee exemption, we consider that you must only prove the amount required to travel to 

Quebec and settle there (approximately $3,000), since the scholarship will cover your living expenses on a monthly 

basis. 
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During the immigration process, this financial capacity will also have to be proven. Depending on your family structure 

(for example, if your spouse and/or children accompany you), you will have to prove a greater amount of financial 

capacity. Failure to prove a sufficient amount to immigration could result in a refusal of your study permit. 

The honest declaration of this financial capacity is therefore essential, because the impact can be significant on your 

future applications, if you declare a financial capacity that you do not actually have. 

 

20) What documents do I need to provide to prove my financial capacity? 

No supporting documents are required with the application file for the Merit scholarship competition. 

Documents will only be requested when applying for a study permit, if your file is accepted in the previous steps. 

 

Language test 

 

21) Is a language test mandatory? 

Yes. However, you will be exempt from providing a result from an official English test, if one of the following situations 

applies to you: 

a. You have done your studies in English in Canada; 

b. You have a university degree in which the language of instruction is English and the duration of which is at 

least 2 years. 

 

22) What are the accepted language tests? 

a. French: TEF, TCF, TFI, DELF, TEFAQ, TFL ou DALF 

b. English: TOEFL iBT, IELTS 

 

23) I have 2 years of higher education in English, do I have to take the test? 

You may be exempt from providing an English language test, if you are able to provide your diploma and all transcripts 

from that cycle of study. A letter from the educational institution stating that the program was taught in English may also 

be useful, especially for countries where English is not always the language of instruction. 

 

24) I live in a country where one of the official languages is English, I have spoken English since birth, do I have 

to take the test? 

Yes, you must provide a language test unless you are able to provide evidence of one of the following: 

c. You have done your studies in English in Canada; 
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d. You have a university degree in which the language of instruction is English and the duration of which is at 

least 2 years. 

 

25) What should I put in the language level section, if I consider that I am exempt from providing proof of level? 

You can submit your supporting documents for the exemption, such as your diplomas and transcripts from your higher 

education. You must also enter a comment explaining the submission of these documents. 

 

26) I don't have time to take a language test before the registration period ends. What should I do? 

You can submit your file “as is”. The chosen training center will analyze your file and determine whether it is compliant 

or not. You may be refused if you do not provide any language test and do not meet the exemption criteria for the test. 

You cannot add documents once registration is complete. 

 

Registration process 

 

27) How do I open a file to register for the merit scholarship competition? 

In order to be able to open a file within the framework of the scholarship competition, you must pass the prequalification 

form. 

This form allows you to assess your eligibility for the scholarship competition and to obtain the registration link for the 

scholarship competition specific platform. 

Ineligible files will not be considered for the competition. 

 

28) When does the competition open and close? 

The competition will open on June 19, 2024, at noon (Quebec time). It will close on Wednesday, August 7, 2024, at 

11:59 p.m. (Quebec time). Any document or information submitted after this time will not be considered. 

 

29) I created two files by mistake. Will my application be automatically rejected? 

Only complete duplicate applications will be rejected (all complete applications from the same candidate). If you have 

opened two applications, one of which remains incomplete, your complete application will be kept. 
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